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Cultural Self-confidence of China Derives from the

Source of Its Philosophy
Tian Chenshan

Abstract: The self-confidence of Chinese traditional culture with Confucianism as
the main-stream derives from the very source of Chinese philosophy. That Chinese culture
failed in maintaining its cultural self-confidence was due to the prevalence of Western colo—
nial violence and culture in China in modern times. O ne of the strongest reasons for the re—
turn of China’ s cultural self-confidence is China’ s political rise in the 1950s and China’ s
thought and culture overcoming successfully the ills of the classic and neoiberal market e—
conomy. The successfulness of China’ s economic reform and opening-up have been that of
the combination of China’ s practice fitting in with the Chinese circumstances and on her
own terms; thatis China has carried the spear of W estern market economy in hand on-
ly with it to overcome the problematic fundamentalist ideas of liberal market system. W hile
N eo-liberalism promotes the belief in “The Invisible Hand ” China believes “the invisible
hand” is not everything a hand of the leadership of the Central Government or a hand
of macroscopic monitoring is necessary. One must do so in order to achieve a successful e—
conomy in China in utilizing a market mechanism. The process of the worldwide promo-
tion of modern Western liberalism in name of universal values has eventually turned out to
be that of these values’ declining. The fundamental sustaining ground of the self-confidence
of Chinese traditional culture with Confucianism as its mainstream has derived from its pro—
found cultural structure. Today’ s China has come to a historical turning point where it
must gain cultural self-consciousness in a vision of the great context in terms of comparative
Chinese-W estern philosophy and culture. The profound logic lies in the fact that the one
must gain an aw areness that the ideology of individualism was a fiction and thus a philo—
sophic fallacy; the question “what is a person” was a confusing philosophic issue in the
very beginning. To this “what is a person” issue however China’s had been a mature
philosophy and culture of wisdom since the early period of its tradition. Today’ s China
already tremendously influenced by Western liberalism must regain a comprehension that
the talk on “values” in China must not fall into the categories of the ideology of liberalism
and individualism. When we say China derives its cultural self-confidence from the very

source of its traditional philosophy and culture it is worthwhile paying some special atten—
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tion that we are not saying that the guiding status of M arxism in Chinese ideology could e—
ven have a shred of wavering.

Keywords: Cultural Self-confidence; Inseparability of One and Many; Transcen—
dentalism and Dualism; Comparative Chinese and W estern Philosophy; Ideology of Indi-

vidualism



