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Can Wang Yangming’ s Philosophical System

Really Save the World
XU Quanxing

Abstract: Wang Yangming and his theory of mind are popular in contemporary Chi-
na. Some people think that Yangming’ s theory of mind is “the great concentrating of
Chinese excellent traditional cultural thoughts’ “eood medicine for cancer in today’ s
society” and “the 21st century Leading theory” . To regard Wang Yangming’ s theory
of mind as a good way to save the world is merely a refurbishment of some people’ s
views in the past. Some people fabricate materials even force Mao Zedong to lift a sedan
chair for “Wang Yangming Fever” . These actions are undesirable. Wang Yangming and
his theory of mind should be analyzed scientifically with a specific historical atti—
tude. Although the subjective desire that regard Wang Yangming’ s theory of mind as a
good way to save the world is good it is totally inconsistent with contemporary reality.

Keywords: Wang Yangming theory of mind historical analysis
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